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         2011 Board of Directors and Staff 
 

            

President Steve Pelchat    
704-552-5325 
 lspelchat@yahoo.com 

 Vice President Matthew Deiger    
704-335-4181 
matthewdeiger@gmail.com 

Treasurer Florence Prather        
704-847-996 
lkfsprather@windstream.net 

Secretary Linda Lewis 
803-324-5647  
lhlewis@comporium.net 

Social Director Susan Kurt   
704-588-3561 
skurt7167@mindspring.com 

Automotive Director Nelson Sprague 
704-847-8374  
barnel@carolina.rr.com 

Membership Director Eddie Burt 
704-846-7130  
eddieburt@carolina.rr.com 

Newsletter Editors Chris Wood & Peggy Marlowe 
704-393-0600 
2RedVettes@carolina.rr.com 

Directory & Database 
Manager 

Paul Pelkey             
704-661-0990  
ppelkey@carolina.rr.com 

Webmasters Bob & Marilyn Becker 
704-787-9947   
VettaRosa@carolina.rr.com 

National Corvette 
Museum Ambassador 

 Paul Mariano 
704-992-2726  
vettltd@aol.com  

Club Photographer Bob Denney 
704-662-7958 
 rddenney@windstream.net 

 

  

Queen City Corvette Club (QCCC) newsletter is published monthly by volunteers and members of QCCC.  Subscription rates are free for 
members.  Guests can receive up to three months of newsletter issues, and then are removed from mailing list if they havenôt participated in 
any QCCC events. Cost for postage and production is paid for through membership dues.  Membership list and financial data are not 
published for guest copies.  For change of address and all other QCCC inquiries, write to: Queen City Corvette Club, PO Box 77153 
Charlotte, NC 28271-7002. QCCC is a non-profit club (501-C7).  Dues and donations are not tax deductible.  In addition to various social 
activities for members, QCCC raises money for and participates with various local charities.  We strive to promote exciting, safe and fun 
ways to enjoy our Corvettes.  We hold business meetings on the second Saturday of each month.  Our monthly business meeting usually 
incorporates social time.  Our socials are always fun and are focused around fellowship, food & drink.  Weôve had swimming parties, bar-b-
ques, cookouts, day cruises and weekend trips.  We participate in / conduct mountain tours, holiday parades and several homecoming 
parades at local area high schools.  We also support and participate in local auto shows and hold charity Corvette shows each year.  After 
an initiation fee of $7.00, club dues are only $8.00 a month, per family, and are to be paid quarterly or annually.  These dues go to cover the 
costs of running the club, mailing newsletters, and subsidizing the costs of our meetings.  Club officers and supporting staff serve as 
volunteers. 
 

To become a member of the QUEEN CITY CORVETTE CLUB, you must own a Corvette and attend at least three (3) monthly business 
meetings and two (2) events within a six-month time period.  Come check us out ï we love to meet fellow Corvette Enthusiasts!   Express 
your wishes for membership during a monthly business meeting and be voted in, begin paying dues and having fun!  If you canôt join us, 
please WAVE! 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

On The Cover: 
Congratulations to Jack & Betty Ann Brunton on being one of the winners of the Celebrity Choice Corvette Show at this 
yearõs C5/C6 Bash at the National Corvette Museum in Bowling Green, KY!  The attention to detail in preparing their 
òBad Boyó 2007 Z06 certainly caught the judgeõs eye as they narrowed down the many entries to the best of the best.  
Jack & Betty Ann were interviewed by a video team and their interview will be posted on YouTube in the coming days.  
The drive to Bowling Green, in a serious rain storm, made detailing their Z06 to get it show ready just a little more 
challenging.  Their efforts certainly paid off as many Bash attendees came by to offer their congratulations and very 
positive comments.  Bad Boy had plenty of fans.  Way to go Jack & Betty Ann! 
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TTThhheee   PPPrrreeesssiiidddeeennnttt¢¢¢sss   VVVaaauuulllttt      

 
 

I was recently asked what makes Corvette a sports car icon.  
ŢLƉŸ ŵŸŸƁ ƇŻżƁžżƁź ŴŵƂƈƇ żƇ, ŴƁŷ ŻŸƅŸ ŴƅŸ ƆƂƀŸ ƂŹ ƀƌ 
thoughts regarding that.   
 

First of all, I think the Chevrolet and GM commitment to 
build a sports car, and stick with that platform, gave it a 
chance to become what it is today.  When it began, it was 
underpowered with a six cylinder engine and a two speed automatic transmission.  No one in the world 
considered it a sports car with the automatic transmission.   In 1955 when the Corvette got some competition with 
ƇŻŸ şƂƅŷ ŭŻƈƁŷŸƅŵżƅŷ, żƇ ſƂƂžŸŷ ŵſŸŴž ŹƂƅ ŜƂƅƉŸƇƇŸ.  ŭŻŸ ŭŻƈƁŷŸƅŵżƅŷ ƆƂſŷ 16,155 ƈƁżƇƆ ŶƂƀƃŴƅŸŷ ƇƂ ŜƂƅƉŸƇƇŸLƆ 
700.  But, the new V-8 and three speed manual transmission in 1955 gave Corvette some spark.  A passionate 
letter from Zora Arkus-Duntov to the GM executive board kept his dream of the Corvette sports car concept 
alive. Through 55-57, şƂƅŷLƆ ŭŻƈƁŷŸƅŵżƅŷ, ŶƂƁƆżŷŸƅŸŷ Ŵ two seater personal luxury car, continued to outsell 
ŜƂƅƉŸƇƇŸƆ ŹżƉŸ ƇƂ ƂƁŸ.  ŜŻŸƉƅƂſŸƇ ƆƇƈŶž ƊżƇŻ ƇŻŸżƅ ŶƂƁŶŸƃƇ ƂŹ Ŵ ƇƊƂ ƆŸŴƇ ƆƃƂƅƇƆ ŶŴƅ, ŴƁŷ ŷżŷƁLƇ ŹƂſſƂƊ şƂƅŷLƆ ƆƇŸƃ ƂŹ 
ŶŻŴƁźżƁź ƇƂ Ŵ ŹƂƈƅ ƆŸŴƇŸƅ ſƈƋƈƅƌ ŶŴƅ, ŴƆ ƇŻŸ L58 ŭŻƈƁŷŸƅŵżƅŷ.  ŜƂƅƉŸƇƇŸ ŶƂƁƇżƁƈŸŷ ƇƂ improve engines, 
transmissions, and chassis to make it a world class competitive sports car. 
 

Duntov continually raced the Corvette, and used the knowledge learned to improve the production cars. By 1960 
Briggs Cunningham took a three car Corvette team to Le Mans and raced it to first in its class and 8th overall.  This 
made an impact on the Corvette brand in the automotive world, and secured the sports car image for Corvette.  
Zora, in continuing the evolution of the sports car, built five 1963 Grand Sports for racing.  At that point GM cut 
off the money and said there would be no more factory sponsored racing.  Corvette continued to race for the next 
30 years in the hands of privateers. Over these 30 years the production cars had various personalities, from grand 
touring to flat out straight drag cars.  In the mid-eighties, when the C-4 chassis came out, Corvette was back on 
track as a sports car contender.  The C-4 has some racing success with records in endurance racing.  The chassis 
improvements continued with the C-5 and also heralded the Corvettes return to a factory sponsored race team.  
They have had great success with many podium finishes in Le Mans and Petite Le Mans series in the United States.  
Chevrolet stayed committed to the two seater and worked their way to a level of competing with what is 
considered the world class sports cars such as Jaguar, Ferrari, Porsche, and Aston Martin, beating them week after 
week at tracks around the country, and at less than half the cost.  
 

These are some of my tŻƂƈźŻƇƆ ƂŹ ƊŻŴƇ ƀŴžŸƆ żƇ ŴƁ ŚƀŸƅżŶŴƁ żŶƂƁ.  Ţ ŴſƆƂ ƇŻżƁž ƇŻŴƇ żƇLƆ ƇŻŸ ſżƇƇſŸ ŵƂƌLƆ ŷƅŸŴƀƆ ƂŹ 
owning a Corvette, that keeps it alive.  Let me hear from club members, when was your first Corvette moment.  
What made you decide that you had to have a Corvette? 
 

ūŸƀŸƀŵŸƅ ƇŻŸ ƊŴƉŸ, ŴƁŷ ſŸƇLƆ ŷƅżƉŸ KŸƀ ŴƁŷ ŸƁŽƂƌ ƇŻŸƀ! 

 
 

Steve Pelchat 
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Queen City Road Rally ô11 is entering its 5th month and things are 
getting very interesting.  With the first ñSupercharged V8ò event 
happening last month, we are beginning to see some leaders moving to 
the front.  However, donôt lose hope yet.  Activities are plentiful in the 
coming months.  With the City Chevrolet Car Show, NCM C5/C6 Bash, and numerous group drives just to mention a few; 
there is plenty of time to get some miles and push yourself to the top.  Keep coming to the meetings and dinners, but donôt 
forget about the big events where you can meet new friends, form bonds, and truly experience what QCCC has to offer!  
Come on ñDrivers,ò shine up that ride, ignite that V8, crank up the tunes, and come out and enjoy some rally time with your 
fellow members!!! 
 

We are going to ñSHAKE THINGSò up a bit with the May 14th meeting.  Nelson has done his magic again with another great 
car show at City Chevrolet!  Check out the calendar and his flyers for the details.  We will then follow the car show with our 
monthly meeting.  Yes, we are going to make an attempt for another outdoor meeting.  Hopefully, no wind this time.   
 

Check out the details below, and put a close eye on the time schedule for the day, A LITTLE DIFFERENT!! 
 

City Chevrolet 
5101 East Independence Blvd. 

Charlotte, NC 28212 
704-536-1410 

http://www.citychevrolet.com 
 
 

Please utilize navigation systems or http://www.mapquest.com for exact directions from where you are coming from.   
 

There are a few details about the meeting: 
 

1) Please bring chairs (for both car show and meeting) 
2) Please bring sunscreen (if coming for the car show) 
3) Please bring water (if coming for the car show) 

 

We will be under a cover, but in the event of inclement weather 
we will move inside. 
 

TIME SCHEDULE: 
SOCIAL TIME: 1:30 PM (or during car show) 
MEETING START: 2:00 PM ï 3:00 PM 
 

As a side note, great opportunity for some great miles, it is a Car 

Show and a meeting in the same day!! Plus bring a Chrome 
Bumper Car and get an extra mile!! (BTW: you must bring a 
corvette to get car show miles.) 
 

I DOUBLE DOG DARE YOU TO SHOW UP!!!! 
 

Be safe out there!! 
 

  

http://queencitycorvette.com/2011%20Calendar/list_of_planned_events%202011.htm
http://www.citychevrolet.com/
http://www.mapquest.com/
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Guess what guys ï the ladies get as excited as you do when they get new Corvettes!  Look 

at the smiles on the faces of Julia Davidson, beside her 2011 Crystal Red Metallic Grand 

Sport, and Florence Prather, beside her 2011 Torch Red Grand Sport. 

Congratulations on the new additions!  Enjoy your new RIDE!  
 

TT rr aavveell ii nn gg  WW ii tt hh   QQ CCCCCC   MM eemm bbeerr ss  

QCCC Members Charlie & Iris Binderôs 
magnificent view of the Grand Canyon taken 
during their 3rd trip to the ñbig hole in the 
groundò.  Charlie says if youôre traveling to 
Arizona in the Vette, better have a front mask to 
catch the rocks & bugs! 

QCCC Members Ben & Jamie Hinson sport 
QCCC attire at the Colosseum in Rome during 
their Mediterranean Cruise.  They plan to ask 
VP Deiger if they get Rally Miles for recruiting 
QCCC Members abroad. 

ñWhere oh where is Spring?ò QCCC Member 
Joan Murray shoveling more ñCanadian 
Springò during her visit with family in 
Saskatchewan.  Joan plans to return in May 
following her Motherôs 88th birthday and the 
completion of her sisterôs medical treatments.  
Leave the snow up there, Joan, and give our 
best wishes to your family. 



 

 

 

 

6 
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Club Business Meeting Minutes  

 
Date: April 16, 2011                Time:   4:00 PM ς 4:20 PM     Location:   NC Transportation Museum 
 

BOARD MEMBERS & 
STAFF PRESENT 

Board Members: Steve Pelchat, President; Matthew Deiger, Vice President; Eddie Burt,  Membership;  
Nelson Sprague, Automotive; Susan Kurt, Social; Florence Prather, Treasurer; Linda Lewis, Secretary; 
Staff: Bob Denney, Club Photographer; Bob & Marilyn Becker, Webmasters; Chris & Peggy Wood, 
Gazette Editors 

DISCUSSION 

 
Steve Pelchat  ς  PresidentΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 

 Called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM.   
 Introduced the Board Members. 
 Minutes approved and seconded. 

 

Eddie Burt - Membership Report 
 Visitors and Prospective Members: 

o Denny Wade, Dave and Kay Cook, Carl and Sylvia Metz, Craig and Donna 
Smith. 

 No new members voted in for membership. 
 Queen City Corvette Club presently has 250 members. 

 

Matthew Deiger ς Vice PresidentΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
 May 14

th
 ς Car Show and meeting at City Chevrolet. 

 June 11
th

 ς Jocks & Jills Restaurant. 
 July 9

th
 ς Harley Davidson Motorcycles 

 No gift certificates awarded. 
 

Nelson Sprague ς Automotive DirectorΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
 AutoFair ς We had a great turnout with 30 cars on Saturday and 29 cars on Sunday.  

The trophies were as follows: Best Daily Driver ς David Faircloth; Best C1 ς C2 ς Tommy Loftin; Best C3-C4 ς Robert Morgan; 
Best C5 ς Rick Mills; Best C6 ς tŀǳƭ aŀǊƛŀƴƻΤ aŜƳōŜǊΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ ς Tommy Loftin; Best of Show ς Ken Watts. 

 May 7
th

 ς Asheville Trip, check web site for details. 
 May 14

th
 ς City Chevrolet Car Show and meeting.  Members need to be at City Chevrolet at 8:30 AM.  The car show runs 

from 9:00 AM ς 2:00 PM.  The meeting will start at 2:00 PM.  Bring chairs and non alcoholic beverages.  Lunch will be 
provided. 

 May 28th & 29
th

 ς Vettes In The Valley.  Tommy Loftin is leading this event. 
 June ς Planning a trip to the Benny PŀǊǎƻƴΩǎ wŜƴŘŜȊǾƻǳǎ wƛŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƴŜǊȅΦ  5Ŝǘŀƛƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜ ǎƻƻƴΦ 
 August 27

th
 ς 28

th
 ς AutoFair.  Let Nelson know if you are interested in attending. 

 Sept. 17
th

 ς /ŀǊ /ŀǊŜ 5ŀȅ ŀǘ ²ŀƭƭȅ ϧ !ƴƛǘŀ /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΩǎ ƎŀǊŀƎŜΦ 
 

Florence Prather ς ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
 Reviewed the bank balance.  95% of the dues have been collected. 

 

Linda Lewis ς {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ Report 
 Announced the April birthdays: Donna Peterman, Jack Ross, Don Zimmer, Jo Graham, Susie Black and Wade Stickels. 

Susan Kurt ς {ƻŎƛŀƭ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
 Helen Ga. Trip has been moved to October 21

st
 ς 23

rd
. 

 Corvettes At Carlisle ς August 25
th

 ς 28
th

. 
 Urged everyone to attend at least one trip during the year and get to know your fellow members. 

 

Chris Wood ς National Corvette Museum AmbassadorΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ for Paul Mariano 
 There is competition for the best club newsletter and web site beginning May 1st at the Museum. 
  Members should start thinking about the 2014 National Corvette Museum Corvette Caravan. 
 Challenged all members to gather supplies for the military.  Peggy and Chris will bring boxes to the next meeting to collect 

donated supplies.  The military is serving around the world to protect and serve all of our citizens.  They need reminders 
from home.  We would like to send supplies, such as socks, candy, magazines, etc., and well wishes from the Queen City 
Corvette Club.  Bring your items to the next meeting.  
   

Web:  www.wegotlifts.com 

http://www.wegotlifts.com/Home_Page.php
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Tommy Loftin ς Chrome Bumper Group Report 
 No report. 

 

Steve Pelchat ς Other Business 
 April 23

rd
 ς Road trip to general Store and Winery Tour. 

 We have a possible day trip to the mountains in June and we are working on a night at the Belmont Drive-In. 
 QCCC now has an online store where you can buy QCCC shirts, tote bags, coolers, etc.  At the end of the year, some of the 

money collected for all items will be donated back to the Charity Fund. 
 If you have any ideas for day trips, etc.  Email Steve at lspelchat@yahoo.com. 
 ANNOUNCEMENT ςEddie Burt, Membership Director and Nelson Sprague, Automotive Director are abdicating their 

positions at the end of this year.  If you are interested in either position, please contact one of your Board Members!!!! 
 Meeting adjourned at 4:20 PM. 

 

Next meeting is Saturday, May 14th at City Chevrolet at 2pm. The car show will run from 9:00 AM ï 2:00 

PM.  We will  line up Cars at 8:30 AM. 
 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Linda H. Lewis, Secretary  

 

 

Chevrolet Aims For Sinister 

Corvette  and Hits Their Mark  

 
QCCC Gazette Chief Field Correspondent Wade Stickels has been scouring 

the autoblogs in cyberspace to bring us the latest secrets that Chevrolet canôt 

keep.  Wade alerted us that the latest special edition package for the Corvette 

is black and loaded with technology.  The racing inspired 2012 Centennial 

Edition package will be available on all models ï including the Grand Sport, 

Z06 and ZR1.  Carbon Flash Metallic paint with black graphics, satin-black 

wheels and red calipers will identify the new editionôs exterior.  Inside, 

ebony leather wrapped instrument panel and doors are complimented by red 

stitching.  A closer look shows upgraded seating with suede inserts.  

Magnetic Selective Ride Control, the world's fastest-reacting suspension and 

a technology advance initiated by Corvette, is included on all Chevrolet 

Centennial Edition Corvette models.  The Centennial Edition also features 

special badges that signify Chevrolet's racing history. A graphic logo 

featuring an iconic image of Louis Chevrolet appears on the B-pillars, the 

center caps of the wheels, and the center of the steering wheel. The seat 

headrests also carry an embossed centennial logo.  Aficionados will note one 

other small detail: The historic crossed flags badge contains a small 

adaptation, with "100" in place of the traditional fleur-de-lis symbol, only for 

the Centennial Edition.  
 

The real shocker has to do with the elimination of a color.  Black ï the top 

selling color for every year since 2004 has been deleted for 2012.  The only 

way to get a black Corvette in 2012 is to order the Chevrolet Centennial 

Special Edition which only comes in Carbon Flash Metallic. The other new 

color for 2012 is Carlisle Blue Metallic, which replaces Jetstream Blue.  But 

never fear, black will return for 2013 according to the Design Team. 
 

QCCC Members attending this yearôs C5/C6 Bash were treated to the 

unveiling of the Centennial Edition package on several models.  The 

presentation by the Corvette Design Team confirmed what Wade had 

discovered.   

 

Keep the ñscoopsò coming, Wade! 

 

 

mailto:lspelchat@yahoo.com
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AA pp rr ii ll   QQ CC CC CC   MM eeeett ii nn gg  aatt   tt hh ee  
NN CC   TT rr aann sspp oorr tt aatt ii oonn   MM uu sseeuu mm   
 
9ǾŜƴ пл atI ǿƛƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ƻŦ ǎǘƻǊƳǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ 
QCCC Members from enjoying a day at the museum and 
the shortest club meeting in recent history. 

You guessed it!  More photos available on our QCCC web site ! 
 

http://qcccphoto.smugmug.com/
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QCCC Members, 
 

AutoFair was a success even with the unusual weather on Saturday.  We left 
the speedway early on that day so our attendees could get their Corvettes 
home before any bad storms could catch them in the open. You filled up 
the 30 spots for both Saturday and Sunday and it was a beautiful site to see. 
Pictures will be in the next Gazette and on the website.  As usual, the Metrolina Corvette members judging our 
Corvettes had a very difficult time determining the trophy winners.  As one of their members said "it is more like 
visiting a new car dealership than a car show because they all look so good."  We did award the trophies to the 
following members: Best Daily Drive - David Faircloth, Best C1-2 - Tommy Loftin, Best C3-4 - Robert Morgan, Best 
C5 - Rick Mills, Best C6 - Paul Mariano, Member' s Choice - Tommy Loftin and BEST OF SHOW - Ken Watts.   It 
was a great show and lots of fun; thank you for your participation. 
 

Mother Nature was not so kind to us for the North Carolina Transportation Museum and business meeting on 
April 16th.  Storms in the area kept some members home but we still had 73 members and prospective member 
and their 39 cars in attendance.  The museum was very interesting and had expanded its displays of all modes of 
transportation.  With the wind blowing like we were in a GM wind tunnel test, the business meeting lasted only 24 
minutes.  That's maybe a record? 
 

We have a day trip set for May 7th leaving from Shelby and taking a nice drive through some of North Carolina's 
beautiful Blue Ridge Mountains and ending at the Black Forest Restaurant in Arden, NC.  There are currently 17 
Corvettes and 33 members and prospective members signed up for the trip.  As always, the more who sign up, the 
more fun you have. 
 

May 14th is our City Chevrolet Spring Car Show.  This spring we are going to have a special guest car club at the 
show with us.  The Crossroads Chapter of the Vintage Chevrolet Car Club of America will be displaying some of 
their beautiful Chevrolets dating from the early 20th Century up to the 1950s and 1960s.  What a showing of the 
history of the Chevrolet and the Corvette!  City Chevrolet is giving us more space for the two club display, so 
come out and have a good time.  Also something new, during this car show we will have Chris Pardo from WAVO 
radio stations on 1410-AM and 1150-AM broadcasting his car service and information program live from our City 
Chevrolet Spring Car Show. His show is aired from 1 to 2 PM.  Our May meeting will also be held after the car 
show at City Chevrolet.  The more you participate the more enjoyment you get from belonging to QCCC.  See the 
QCCC calendar for information on the May 14th City Chevrolet Car Show and meeting. 
 

Thank you for your participation,   

Nelson  Sprague  

704-847-8374 
barnel@carolina.rr.com 

http://www.blackforestasheville.com/
http://www.carolinacarcareshow.com/
mailto:barnel@carolina.rr.com
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QQCCCCCC  CCOORRVVEETTTTEESS  WWEELLLL   
RREEPPRREESSEENNTTEEDD  aatt   tt hh ee  22 00 11 11     

SSPPRRII NNGG  AAUUTT OOFFAAII RR  
KKuuddooss  ttoo  NNeellssoonn  SSpprraagguuee  aanndd  aallll  wwhhoo  aassssiisstteedd  iinn  eexxeeccuuttiinngg  aannootthheerr  

ffuunn  wweeeekkeenndd  aatt  AAuuttooFFaaiirr!!    VViieeww  mmoorree  pphhoottooss  aatt  tthhee  QQCCCCCC  wweebb  ssiittee  

 

More photos available on our QCCC web site ! 

 


